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Dr. Drabenstott is the chair of the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development’s (OECD) Territorial Development Policy Committee (TDPC).  He also 
serves as the director of the University of Missouri-Columbia’s Center for Regional Competitiveness and a faculty member at the Truman School of Public Affairs.  Prior 
to these appointments, Dr. Drabenstott was employed by the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City for many years, serving as the Vice President and as Director of the 
Center for the Study of Rural America.  He has extensive research experience, focusing on rural economy and policy, agricultural policy and trade, and international 
research through which he has personally visited Argentina, Canada, France, New Zealand, Spain, Mexico and the former Soviet Union.  His publication credits are also 
wide ranging, including more than 50 articles for the Federal Reserve Bank’s Economic Review, five chapters for books published by the bank, and more than 50 
articles and book chapters published outside the bank.  Dr. Drabenstott has also participated in many university research groups, including a national interdisciplinary 
team formed by the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology (CAST) to examine policies to help the agricultural world prepare for global warming.  Additionally, 
Dr. Drabenstott has been Chair of the National Policy Association’s Food and Agriculture Committee, Director of the National Bureau of Economic Research at Harvard 
University, Chairman of the North Central Regional Center for Rural Development, and Director of the Council on Food and Resource Economics.  He has provided 
economic analysis to Congress, state policymakers, and Federal Reserve officials, including fifteen Congressional appearances before six different committees.  Dr. 
Drabenstott received his B.A. in Economics from Earlham College, and his M.S. and Ph.D. in Economics from Iowa State University. 
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